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bordj part of the responsibility for the foundation of the Third
Republic.1
This conflict of forces during the years 1871-3 left an import-
ant legacy to the Third Republic. It determined the basic ques-
tion of the form of regime, and decided for a Republic as
against a Monarchy. It gave the executive arm of this regime
definition—in the Rivet Law, in the arrogation of supervisory
power by the Assembly, to which President and ministers alike
were to be responsible, and finally in the law of March 1873,
regulating the conditions of ministerial responsibility, some-
times called the loi dts Trente. This modified the Rivet Law by
enforcing clearer separation between the President and the
Assembly. It set the office of President on the course of becom-
ing more and more of a figurehead, joined to the legislative
body only through his ministers. In future the President could
communicate with the Assembly either by messages which
would normally be read by a minister, or by special previous
permission to appear in person and address the Assembly.
Debate could no longer take place in his presence, nor could he
freely participate. Interpellation could be addressed only to
ministers and not to the President. The Assembly undertook
not to dissolve until it had decided the organization of legisla-
tive and executive powers, the structure and powers of a
second chamber, and the electoral laws. Passed primarily to gag
Thiers, the law in effect separated the two offices of President
of the Republic and Chief of the Executive Power which
Thiers had hitherto combined.
But though it separated the two offices it did not separate
1 On Bonapartism in this period see Maurice Richard: Le
Bonapartisme sous la P.tpublique (1883); Robert Dreyfus: La Rlpvbliqut
de M. Thiers, pp. 182 f. and 234 f.; Hanotaux, op. cit.. Vol. Ill,
Chapter I. Rouher was elected deputy for Corsica in February 1872.
On the Bonapartist scares of 1872 and 1873, sce Bouniols, op. cit.,
p. 205; Gambetta: Lettres> Nos. 174, 193, 200, 203 ff. Gambetta
always used the threat of Bonapartism as an additional reason for
intensifying Republican propaganda, just as Thiers used it as further
proof of the need to maintain social order and achieve greater defini-
tion of the Republic.

